
   

Statewide Transportation Improvement Fund 
(STIF) Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 

December 12, 2025 

Prineville, Oregon  
 

Meeting Minutes 

 

Advisory Committee Members in attendance: 
Josh Smith (Chair)  
Kim Curley  
Dennis Marston  
Bob Townsend  
 
Guests Present:  
Andrea Wasilew, CET/COIC 
Jovi Arellano, ODOT 
 

Call to order 

Welcome and introductions  

Public comment 
 None 
 

Meeting Minutes Approval  
• All members approved minutes from meeting in May 2025 
• Attendance roster • 2025 Initiative Updates • Staffing Updates • Ridership Overview • Project 

Updates • Community Engagement Updates. 



Membership Review  
• Reviewed current members and expiring commitments. All members in attendance will 

continue with their commitment until year-end 2027. All other members not in attendance, 
Andrea Wasilew will contact to inquiry if they are still committed to the advisory committee.   

• Members in attendance advised the following people should be considered for additions to 
the committee –  

o Will Vanek or Jeff Haines from Crook County 
o Donna Burns  
o Someone from Crook County on the Move or a bike store, James or Natalie.  
o Rep from Mosaic or Crook County Health Dept (Katy) 
o Band of Brothers rep 
o Brasada Ranch rep  

 
Fare Implementation / Transit Passes  

• Transit Pass or CET GO pass APP + fares will be required by Feb 1. Sign up and activate pass 
by Jan 15 for a free week of rides. Dial a Ride Managed Separately with Accounts  

• Discussed discount program, including low-fare qualifications and group pass - Reduced 
and Group Fare Programs - Cascades East Transit 

• Pass sign-up events in Crook County in January. 
• Instructions on the bus – we will be installing instructions for pass sign up on posters on the 

buses mid to late December.  
• Josh asked if RPA and COCC still offered free passes to all students. RPA currently has a 

group pass system whereby all students have and will continue to ride free unlimited in the 
future with the new passes. CET is in discussions with COCC to re-establish a pass system 
for students interested in riding the bus. Hoping to also work with OSU Cascades.  

• Josh advised the bus system in Prineville for local students to their campus is vital.  
• The pass system will help us track data 
• Dennis proposed adding bus stop at the Powell Butte store and out to Brasada.  
• Bend to Airport shuttle sparked everyone’s interested and commented that would be vital 

since airport parking is so expensive.  
• Kim asked if there is assistance for blind people to get signed up and how that will work. 

Bob advised CET will be offering full assistance in Hawthorne Station and upon boarding 
the bus for pass scanning.   
 

2026 Transportation Outlook (Funding, STIF Needs, etc.)  
• Discussed Transportation Bill and funding  
• STIF - Transit Payroll Tax  

o Current Transit Payroll Tax 0.1%  
o House Bill 3991 increased Payroll Tax to 0.2% from 2026-2028  
o Bill likely to be referred to voters in November 2026 – Putting a hold on increase 

• Discussed STIF funding in more detail with guest, Jovi from ODOT. She provided all funding 
numbers and provided detailed overview.  

https://cascadeseasttransit.com/reduced-and-group-fare-programs/
https://cascadeseasttransit.com/reduced-and-group-fare-programs/


• 2026 Tentative STIF Process - July: Application forms become available August: Budget amount 
announced September: CET works with Crook County to complete application October: This 
committee reviews application and sends to County Commission for Review November: Crook 
County Commission reviews application (needs agenda time) December: Crook County submits 
approved application to ODOT via OPTIS. 

• CET is funded for now and will continue to grow with fares and advertising bus program launch. 
We will continue to add routes and service needs.  
 

Committee member roundtable 
• Next meeting will be in April or May.  
• Jovi with ODOT advised they are a quarter behind and funding is slow but will happen. ODOT is 

whole. Lots of leadership changes.  

• Kim asked about Vanpool subsidies and advised Commute with Enterprise in Central Oregon was 
awarded 50% vanpool subsidies from a new grant. The grant was for $4 million Biennium for the 
whole state or Oregon.  

• Crook County would be a good place for this. Bob and Jovi to discuss CET applying for its own 
grant as well for vanpools. This would be ideal for large employers to create vanpools for 
employees to get to work. 

• Josh advised there are two large apartment complexes being built in Prineville- 700 units.   
 
Good of the order 
 
Meeting adjourned 
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