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On behalf of OEC, I am petitioning to become a member of the DBWC. We offer the 
following staff members as participants: 
 

• Representative: Karen Lewotsky, Rural Partnerships & Water Policy Director 
• Alternate: Morgan Gratz-Weiser, Legislative Director 

OEC works on state policy in the areas of water, climate change, transportation, 
environmental health. We also work directly with regional/local efforts in those same 
areas to achieve positive results on the ground and to inform our state-level work with 
regional perspectives. We believe that good water management requires regional 
strategies for meeting state-level goals and outcomes. 
 
The Deschutes basin is faced with an uncertain climate future, including significant 
changes to precipitation patterns; a growing urban and rural residential population in 
need of a stable and secure supply of clean water; wildlife and recreational resources in 
need of sufficient and reliable streamflows; and a strong agricultural economy in need of 
sufficient irrigation water for crop production. The water interests of the Confederated 
Tribes of the Warm Springs include sufficient clean water to support salmon, healthy 
environments for traditional and first foods, and safe drinking water supplies for 
reservation communities and homes.  Balancing all these interests is a challenge, and 
OEC would like to be part of successfully addressing that challenge. We have a history of 
collaborative successes and we will endeavor to bring that experience to bear in the work 
of the DBWC if we are accepted as a member. 
 
We would like to participate in the DBWC as a member under the Broad/General 
Interests heading. OEC can bring our experience with policy-making, program 
development and management and fundraising as well as scientific, technical and legal 
expertise to bear across all of the topic areas. Having familiarity in all the areas, we may 
be able to offer insights into synergies. 
 
There is a strong group already at this table, and we look forward to working with all the 
organizations and individuals to create a robust, resilient water future for the entire 
basin. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Karen Lewotsky, PhD, JD 
Rural Partnerships & Water Policy Director 
Oregon Environmental Council 



 
 
 

Wild River Owners Association Application for DBWC Membership 
 

The Wild River Owners Association (WROA) was formed in 1972 and represents approximately 
150 homeowners who live on or near the Deschutes River about 8 miles below Wickiup Dam. Our 
development straddles the Deschutes just north of Burgess Road at Pringle Falls in Deschutes County 
(location and plat maps attached). 

 
As a riverfront community we are directly affected by river flows, water quality, erosion and fish 

and wildlife habitat in and around the Deschutes. Most of our members chose to live in Wild River 
because of its proximity to the river and the benefits that accrue from that. They are passionate and 
concerned about the river and have a vested interest in its future.  

 
WROA recognizes the Deschutes Basin Water Collaborative as an important body of 

stakeholders that can collectively influence decisions and policies that impact the river and Central 
Oregon. Therefore WROA wishes to apply for membership and actively participate in the DBWC.  

 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Mike Taylor 
WROA River Conservation Advocate 
 
Maps attached below. 
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