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HOUSING FOR ALL  
Notes for Monday, May 18, 2020 

 

Meeting to address housing needs of Central Oregon, occurring the 3rd Monday of each month. 
 

 

Agenda 

1. Last Meeting Outcomes & Updates on Action Items 

2. Emergency Small Grant Funds – Round 2 
3. OHCS’s Legislative Agenda Planning Feedback Survey 

4. H4A Priorities Going Forward 

5. Housing-Focused Roundtable 

 
Meeting Attendance: 

Attendees: Nick Snead, City of Madras/Co-chair; Sonia Capece, NeighborImpact/Co-Chair; DeeDee 
Johnson, Bend Redmond Habitat; Catalina Frank, Bend Redmond Habitat; Laurie Hoyle, Kor Community 
Land Trust; Nick Lelack, Deschutes County; Dwane Krumme, Habitat La Pine Sunriver; Patty Wilson, 
NeighborImpact; Vicky Ryan, Crook County Health; Mandee Seely, Community Member; Don Senecal; 
Jericho Road; Bruce Abernethy, City of Bend; Colleen Sinsky, HLC; James Cook, HLC; Molly Heiss, 
NeighborImpact.  
Staff: Dana Greenwald, Scott Aycock 
 

Decisions 

• April 20, 2020 H4A Meeting Draft Notes approved. 

• Keep the 5 original RHNA priorities; create & assign committees to do the work 

• Revive the Strategy Committee to identify and work on policy initiatives for H4A. 

 

Action Items 

Action Item Assigned Due Completed? 

Complete OHCS Legislative Agenda Planning Feedback 
Survey for H4A 

Co-
chairs/COIC 

Midnight, 
5/18/2020 

Y 

 

Meeting Notes 

View these notes online at: https://www.coic.org/community-development/housing-for-all/ 
 

1.  Last Meeting Outcomes & Updates on Action Items 

 Dana Greenwald shared the April 20th meeting updates and outcomes. The results of the 1st round of 
Small Grant Funds were shared with the large group. MMT grant requirements have changed to respond 
to the emerging and pressing needs of the region. It was decided that COIC would administer the 1st 
round of Small Grants quickly and through coordinated outreach to homeless direct service providers. 
Recipients include: The Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs, REACH, Redemption House, and COVO. 
Total monies distributed through the grant is $28,600. H4A members and participants did a roundtable 
check-in around how the Covid pandemic has changed their work, emerging needs, and short- and long-
term goals. It was decided that H4A would continue holding monthly H4A meetings – in person or via 
Zoom (depending on shelter-in-place orders) – at the same day/time; 3rd Mondays 8:30 am – 10 am. It 
was also decided that H4A Newsletters would continue; frequency and content TBD. And finally, the 
group decided that we would find ways to support the work of Central Oregon housing-related initiatives 

https://www.coic.org/community-development/housing-for-all/
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in Salem. The action item that was due 4/27/2020, asked H4A members and participants to complete a 
meeting follow-up survey for next steps. 

 
  

2. Emergency Small Grant Funds – Round 2 

COIC recognizes that many things contribute to housing stability, but due to the overwhelming response 
to the 2nd round of competitive Small Grant Funds, grant recipients that were funded had needs directly 
related to housing or shelter. All projects that received grant dollars were very specific to covid-19 
response. There were some great applications that included funding research to better serve marginalized 
communities – or to start a Central Oregon Housing Advocacy organization. Recipients include: 

• Dawn’s House: $2500 to cover the rent of women living in recovery housing who have lost their 
jobs. 

• Family Access Network (FAN): $4000 for emergency rental assistance of 33 – 100 needy FAN 
families. 

• Jericho Road: $1250 for increased demand of food and rental support. 

• Habitat for Humanity of La Pine Sunriver: $2500 for emergency mortgage relief. 

• NeighborImpact’s HomeSource: $1000; to assist in covering the cost of making homeowner 
classes available online. 

• Saving Grace: $3500 to support rent and move-in fees for survivors fleeing domestic violence. 

• THRIVE: $3500 for emergency rent support. 

• Band of Brothers: $500 to support Veteran needs of food, lodging, rent, utilities, and fuel. 

• Mosaic Medical: $1000 to enable Mosaic to create roughly 200 hygiene packs for distribution to 
homeless individuals. 

• Grandma’s House: $1650 for increased demand of past residents and their children, now in 
housing, for rent and supplies. 

Total amount rewarded though the 2nd round of Small Grant Fund awards = $21,400 
 

3. OHCS’s Legislative Agenda Planning Feedback Survey 

Sonia Capece, H4A co-chair, shared that Oregon Housing and Community Services (OHCS) was considering 

making amendments to their originally prepared legislative agenda. A lot of the changes are in light of 

Covid-19, but there are other amendments around dollar amounts and such. Therefore, OHCS has a 

Legislative Agenda Planning Feedback Survey the public can complete, but it has to be done before 

midnight tonight – May 18, 2020. Bruce Abernethy stated this is precisely what we as H4A need to be 

doing – providing feedback on the OHCS agenda and how it addresses the needs of our region. There was 

interest in the group to complete the survey on behalf of H4A, keeping in mind our 5 priority strategies. It 

was decided that COIC and the H4A co-chairs would meet to complete the survey on behalf of H4A 

members. The link to the survey can be found here: (30 – 60 min to complete): 

https://orhousing.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_dcgKkbbLgFFEn3v 

 

4. H4A Priorities Going Forward 

At the conclusion of the April H4A meeting, there was still much discussion to be had, so a “Next Steps” 
survey was sent out. Only 8 members completed the survey, and the common theme was concern over 
emergency rental dollars, using our collective voice, and making sure Central Oregon receives fair share of 
support dollars coming down the pipeline. Bruce Abernethy and Nick Snead both supported keeping our 5 
original priorities the group voted on earlier in the year. Nick reminded us of the old conversation of 
supporting the development of homeless shelters – traditional and not. Bruce proposed building 
committees to address the 5 priorities. Scott Aycock reminded the group that we already have an existing 
Strategy Committee, and utilizing that group to address legislative and policy items pertinent to Central 

https://orhousing.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_dcgKkbbLgFFEn3v
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Oregon would be most beneficial. The original members are James, Nick, Bruce, Scott, and Karna. Colleen 
Sinksy stated she would like to join.  
 

5. Housing-Focused Round Table  

Co-chair Nick Snead facilitated the housing-focused roundtable, with updates from individuals 
representing different sectors and their needs/challenges/successes as a result of the pandemic.  

• Laurie Hoyle, from Kor, shared Kor’s first priority is keeping their existing construction projects on 
track. Kor is also looking for new property, at least an acre in size. Their goal is to go from 5 homes 
to 20 homes. They are focusing on DEI, and will be doing an “Allyship in Action” training for staff 
and volunteers. Kor plans to reimburse board members who represent Kor's low-income 
bracket for their participation, and will cover the costs of missing work, transportation, and child 
care. A current need is homeowner assistance, specifically down payment assistance for 
mortgages. 

• Nick Lelack, from Deschutes County, said they are looking at vacant land in the rural county to see 
what capacity is. Community Development staff will then present ideas on how to evaluate the 
data and see how the county can increase housing supply. The City of Redmond was recently 
recruiting a Housing Specialist. The county’s property manager just left, and Katie Bolinger was 
hired, formerly of Washington County. And, Nick shared that is a new neighborhood in La Pine, 
“The Reserves at La Pine” There are incentives at that development to build at a certain price 
point. If they don’t meet certain metrics, they will have to pay into the La Pine Water Fund.  

• Bruce, from Bend, reminded the group that the City is currently accepting CDBG grant 
applications. He added that the Council seemed more inclined to support the Central Oregon 
Veterans Village.  

• DeeDee, from Habitat for Humanity of Bend and Redmond, shared that their construction will 
reopen on May 25th. She said Habitat is on track to build 14 homes, rather than the original 20. 
They are almost ready to break ground behind the ACE, and will build 10 homes there. The other 
4 homes will be in Redmond. Habitat is prioritizing DEI training with volunteers and staff. They are 
working on connecting homeowners to mortgage assistance resources. Their Redmond store will 
open May 22nd.  

• James gave an update for the Homeless Leadership Coalition (HLC). The leasing of a hotel for non-
congregate sheltering is moving forward. HLC is already looking for a location for a cold weather 
shelter, so they are not in the same predicament as last year. Shepard’s House is willing to 
manage if the location and money to run it is found by someone other than them.  

• Colleen Sinsky added HLC is analyzing the point in time data, and that shelters are concerned 
about the limitations of testing and concerns about outbreaks. 

• Sonia Capece, from HomeSource (NI), shared that loan requirements are tightening for first time 
homeowners on limited income. 

• Nick Snead, from Madras, said they were moving forward on code amendment for missing 
“middle” housing units. Madras is working with ODOT on it, related to HB2001/2003.  

 
 

 

 

Next meeting: Monday, July 20, 2020 8:30 – 10 am 


