
The Decent, Affordable, Safe Housing for All (DASH) Act 
Section I: Helping Children Experiencing Homelessness  

 

The Problem: The national shortage of seven million affordable homes for low-income families 
contributes to high rates of homelessness and places millions of families at risk of experiencing 
homelessness. Hundreds of thousands of vulnerable citizens are homeless on any given night. 
Nearly one-fifth of America’s population of people experiencing homelessness are children and 
families.  
 
The Solution: It has been established, by trial and error, that access to housing subsidies more 
than halves most forms of residential instability, improves multiple measures of adult and child 
well-being, and reduces food insecurity. Section I of Senator Wyden’s DASH Act would help to 
permanently house children and families experiencing homelessness by providing permanent and 
deeply affordable housing subsidies. The other titles of Senator Wyden’s DASH Act will 
significantly increase production and availability of affordable housing for all Americans. 
 
The Policy To House Children First: Establish a new voucher allocated by HUD to state 
housing agencies (SHAs), which must coordinate with state child welfare agencies (CWAs). 
Allocations to states would be based on demonstrated need through state counts of their 
homeless populations. States with any population of unhoused or insecurely housed children and 
families, regardless of cause, would be eligible for vouchers to allocate until all children and 
families are stably housed and have access to supportive services. Using an outcomes-based 
approach will ensure a lasting solution. 
 
Each state CWA must connect with Continuums of Care (CoCs) in their jurisdiction to identify 
children and families experiencing homelessness for receipt of vouchers. This target population 
is more often “doubled up”—sleeping on couches or crashing with relatives on a short-term 
basis—than unsheltered. CWAs and CoCs may work with relevant mission-driven organizations, 
including nonprofits, religious organizations and social service providers, or relevant educational 
bodies, including state and local governments, to coordinate entry into the voucher program.  
 
States must prioritize families and children by vulnerability level for voucher receipt as detailed 
below. High-performing states may use vouchers for other housing affordability-related purposes 
beyond housing children and families, such as production of deeply affordable housing, if all 
children and families are housed. These flexible vouchers may be used by SHAs to connect 
children and families experiencing homelessness to any existing program that will safely, 
affordably and stably house the family and provide supportive services, as detailed below.  
 
How It Will Work: Currently, states must scramble to provide the average $2,700 a month it 
costs to provide a family with supportive housing, if they can provide sufficient housing at all. 
By funding vouchers for family supportive housing, paired with massively built-out rapid 
rehousing infrastructure, eviction prevention for families with children under 18 and a massive 
increase in availability of deeply affordable housing, the DASH Act will reduce the need for 
these long-term deep subsidies over 10 years and effectively end homelessness of children and 
families at a lower cost than the status quo. 



Prioritization Table 
 
First priority for voucher receipt; states must use 
first allocation to house and provide services for 
these populations: 

● Unaccompanied minors (<18 years of age) 
who are either unsheltered, in emergency 
shelter, or in transitional housing 

● Minors and young adults (<24 years of age) 
with minor children who are either 
unsheltered, in emergency shelter, or in 
transitional housing 

● Unsheltered families with minor children 

Second priority for voucher receipt; after the first 
priority populations are housed, states must use 
funds to house and provide services to these 
populations: 

● Families with minor children in emergency 
shelter, or living in motels or hotels, or in 
transitional housing 

● Families with minor children staying with 
others (“doubling up”) due to fleeing 
domestic violence or threatening conditions 

Third priority for voucher receipt: ● Families with minor children staying with 
others (“doubling up”) 

 
 

Mandatory Supportive Services 
The supportive services below must be included for voucher program participants. The voucher 
program will fully fund these services.  

● Case management: Recipients must have access to a case manager for at least one 
dedicated half-hour per week. Case management must include: 

○ Coordination with the Administration for Children and Families, the Department 
of Veterans’ Affairs, and the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration, if applicable 

○ Medicaid and Medicare enrollment 

○ Facilitated access to substance abuse counselling 

● Housing placement: Recipients must have access to facilitated housing placement. 

● Financial self-sufficiency (FSS) programming: Recipients must be advised on their 
eligibility for FSS programs. 


