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                             For Immediate Release 

2019 REGIONAL HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT PUBLISHED  

Regional Housing Consortium Releases Extensive Assessment of Housing Needs in Central Oregon 

MAY 23, 2019 – BEND, Ore – The Housing for All (H4A) regional housing consortium has published the 2019 Regional 
Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) for Central Oregon. The RHNA is the result of extensive public and stakeholder 
engagement and data analysis and provides an overview of housing market activity, regional housing needs by income, 
the impacts of the housing crisis across Central Oregon, and strategies and best practices as identified by stakeholders. 

The full report and a convenient list of select findings can be accessed here: https://coic2.org/needs-assessment/ . Some 
key findings include:  

 Impacts of the housing crisis – The RHNA demonstrates the numerous ways in which the housing crisis affects 
Central Oregon households and communities, and also provides an extensive list of “stories” from those affected. 
The housing crisis inhibits economic growth, impacts household and community well-being, contributes to rising 
homelessness, and increases burdens on health and criminal justice agencies (Chapter 2) 

 Not surprisingly, a key driver for the housing crisis is the enormous population growth being experienced by the 
region since 1990, with Deschutes County leading the way.  Between 2000 and 2017, the region added about 75,000 
residents and grew by 49% (Chapter 3). 

 Building activity has increased across the region since the Recession, but has not kept up with population growth. A 
recent report by Up For Growth notes that, from 2010 to 2016, Deschutes County produced 0.85 new housing units 
per new household, Crook produced 0.72, and Jefferson produced only 0.28 (Chapter 4). 

 Rental cost burden is significant across the region – Nearly half the region’s renters are considered to be cost 
burdened – over 30% of their household income is expended on housing-related costs, and just over 25% are 
considered “severely” cost burdened, spending 50% or more of their household income on housing (Chapter 5).  

 Minority households experience cost burden more than white households. 77.5% of black households and 46.1% of 
Hispanic households experience “housing needs” compared to 37% of white households. 

 A total of 24,092 low to moderate income households experienced “housing needs” (cost burden, overcrowding, or 
lacking complete facilities) in 2017. If conditions stay the same, this figure is projected to increase to 30,704 
households by 2028. 

 Solutions - The final section of the RHNA provides a wide array of strategies that might be effective in addressing the 
housing crisis in Central Oregon. 

 

Housing for All developed the RHNA in order to create baseline shared data to measure progress on meeting housing 
needs over time, to help inform local housing policy and program development, and to assist regional housing groups in 
seeking funding. “The availability of housing affects every part of our lives here in Central Oregon”, says Lisa Dobey, 
executive director of community and philanthropy for St. Charles Health System and co-chair of H4A. “If our region is to 
be great, it has to work for people of all ages and from all walks of life. Whatever your economic circumstances, your 
age, your abilities, or your desired community – housing is a essential component of the well-being of Central Oregon.” 
 

Housing for All is a regional housing consortium with the mission “To address the full spectrum of Central Oregon’s 
housing needs – from homelessness to middle income market housing – through integrated regional effort and action.” 
H4A is steered by 19 member organizations representing 13 different sectors related to housing. H4A’s Charter outlines 
the mission, membership/structure, and a brief work plan: https://coic2.org/community-development/housing-for-all/  
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