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MAY 14, 2019 – Bend, ORE – The Housing for All (H4A) regional housing consortium has published the 

2019 Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) for Central Oregon. The RHNA is the result of 

extensive public and stakeholder engagement and data analysis and provides 1) an overview of housing 

market activity, 2) regional housing needs by income cohort, 3) the impacts of the housing crisis across 

Central Oregon, and 4) strategies and best practices as identified by regional stakeholders and the RHNA 

consulting team (Mosaic Community Planning - http://www.mosaiccommunityplanning.com/.  

Following is a list of select findings:  

CHAPTER 2 – IMPACTS OF THE REGIONAL HOUSING CRISIS 

 Impacts of the Housing Crisis – The RHNA demonstrates the numerous ways in which the 

housing crisis affects Central Oregon households and communities, and also provides an 

extensive list of “stories” from those affected. The housing crisis inhibits economic growth, 

impacts household and community well-being, contributes to rising homelessness, and 

increases burdens on health and criminal justice agencies. 

CHAPTER 3 – SOCIOECONOMIC OVERVIEW 

 Not surprisingly, a key driver for the housing crisis is the enormous population growth being 

experienced by the region since 1990, with Deschutes County leading the way.  Between 2000 

and 2017, the region added about 75,000 residents and grew by 49%. This trend is expected to 

continue, with regional population forecast to grow an additional 60% between 2020 and 2050. 

CHAPTER 4 – HOUSING MARKET ANALYSIS 

 Single family homes are the predominant housing type in Central Oregon, comprising 73% of 

housing regionally, and large multifamily properties (structures with 20 or more units) and 

townhomes are the least common housing type, each comprising only 3% of occupied units.  

 The region has a large percentage of homes that are not available for local resident housing – of 

the 103,028 housing units in Central Oregon, 15% are vacant and not for sale or rent. These 

units are for seasonal, second home, recreational, or other uses.  

 Building activity has increased sharply across the region since the Recession, but has not kept up 

with population growth. A recent report by Up For Growth further notes that, from 2010 to 

2016, Deschutes County produced 0.85 new housing units per new household, Crook produced 

0.72, and Jefferson produced only 0.28. Outside of Bend, the vast majority of new units being 

constructed are single-family homes.  
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 Housing + transportation Costs are highest in Crook County – While housing costs aren’t as high 

in Crook County as they are in Deschutes County, the fact that many Crook County residents 

commute longer distances means that total housing AND transportation costs are highest for 

Crook County residents (an average of 65% of income is spent on housing and transportation 

combined, compared to 58% for Deschutes County residents). 

 Subsidies for low income housing are well below demand. An example is the Housing Choice 

Voucher (HCV) system administered by HousingWorks in the region. HCVs are issued to income-

eligible households and are used to subsidize market rents down to an affordable level. The 

region currently has 1,203 available HCVs for the estimated minimum number of 5,125 renter 

households that are eligible for them. These vouchers become available for new households to 

take advantage of them rarely - in 2018, 3,000 eligible applicants applied for only 173 available 

vouchers. 

CHAPTER 5 – HOUSING GAP ASSESSMENT 

 Rental cost burden is significant across the region – Nearly half the region’s renters are 

considered to be cost burdened – over 30% of their household income is expended on housing-

related costs, and just over 25% are considered “severely” cost burdened, spending 50% or 

more of their household income on housing. 

 Owners are cost burdened too – nearly 30% of the region’s homeowners are cost burdened 

(30% or more of household income is spent on housing) and 13% are severely cost burdened 

(50% or more of household income is spent on housing). 

 Minority households experience cost burden more than white households. 77.5% of black 

households and 46.1% of Hispanic households experience “housing needs” compared to 37% of 

white households. 

 Many thousands of low to moderate income households across the region are experiencing 

housing needs: 

o 7,279 households earning from 0-30% area median income (AMI) ($0 to $19,150 in 

Deschutes County) have “housing needs” (cost burdened, overcrowding, or lacking 

complete facilities). This income group includes seniors with social security income, 

minimum wage workers, students, and people that are unemployed and/or homeless. 

o 11,523 households earning from 31-60% AMI ($19,151 to $38,280 in Deschutes County) 

have “housing needs”. This income group includes preschool teachers, food prep 

workers and cashiers, and hotel and resort desk clerks, etc. 

o 5,290 households earning from 61-80% AMI ($38,281 to $51,050 in Deschutes County) 

have “housing needs”. This income group includes school teachers, paramedics, and 

office support workers. 

o Across these three income ranges, a total of 24,092 low to moderate income 

households experienced housing needs in 2017. This figure is projected to increase to 

30,704 households by 2028, an increase of 27%. 

 In addition to population growth, the following contributing factors are contributing to the 

housing crisis – high construction labor and material costs, low land availability, mismatch 
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between wages and housing costs, regulatory restrictions and permitting costs, growth in the 

elderly and disabled populations, and insufficient affordable housing options. 

 Homelessness is on the rise – On Jan. 24, 2018, there were 787 people counted who met HUD’s 

definition of homelessness, and on January 23, 2019 that figure rose to 880, a 12% increase. 70 

percent of these were unsheltered and 16.7% of those counted were children. 

CHAPTER 6 – HOUSING STRATEGIES AND BEST PRACTICES 

 The final section of the RHNA provides a wide array of strategies that might be effective in 

addressing the housing crisis in Central Oregon – including developer incentives, employer-

assisted housing programs, landlord-tenant programs, low barriers shelters, rezoning for 

“missing middle” housing (e.g. duplexes, triplexes, condos/townhomes), safe parking areas for 

people living out of vehicles, etc. 

 
Housing for All developed the RHNA in order to create baseline shared data to measure progress on 
meeting housing needs over time, to help inform local housing policy and program development, and to 
assist regional housing groups in seeking funding.  
 
Housing for All is a regional housing consortium with the mission “To address the full spectrum of 
Central Oregon’s housing needs – from homelessness to middle income market housing – through 
integrated regional effort and action.” H4A is steered by 19 member organizations representing 13 
different sectors related to housing. H4A’s Charter outlines the mission, membership/structure, and a 
brief work plan: https://coic2.org/community-development/housing-for-all/  
 
 
 
 
The Central Oregon Intergovernmental Council serves the local governments of Central Oregon, 
providing regional collaboration, efficiencies and service delivery for a stronger local economy and 
quality of life. COIC was designated a Council of Governments in 1972 under ORS 190 and provides 
service to the counties of Crook, Deschutes, and Jefferson as well as the cities of Bend, Culver, La Pine, 
Madras, Metolius, Prineville, Redmond, and Sisters. COIC provides regional planning, workforce 
development, alternative education, community and economic development, and public transportation 
services.  
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