New group to give input on grassland
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The first step of the project to reduce the threat of wildfires around Round Butte subdivision, southwest of Madras, was to cut down some of the overgrown juniper trees.

And crews with the Crooked River National Grassland did that with stimulus funds earlier this year, cutting down trees within 300 feet of houses, lopping off limbs and piling up the branches.

But now, the agency is trying to determine what to do with all of the wood on the ground.

That’s the first question in store for the new Pine Ridge Stewardship Group — a group designed to provide recommendations on this and work in the Crooked River National Grassland over the next decade.

Anyone with interest in the Crooked River National Grassland east of the Crooked River is welcome to participate, said Phil Chang with the Central Oregon Intergovernmental Council, which is organizing the stewardship group.

The goal is to come up with some recommendations for the grassland managers that everyone can agree on, he said.

“Having all of these stakeholders, whether it be someone who lives right next to the grasslands and whose home might be threatened by wildfires, or someone who really cares about quail or native bunch grass, having all these people directly provide input to the grassland (staff), it’ll result in projects that better address the needs and desires of the community,” Chang said.

For example, the national grassland has been criticized for not using the juniper trees it cut during the Round Butte project, said Ann Roberts, wildlife biologist with the agency.

But the stewardship group is a way to get ideas from the public about how to clear it out, like using it as firewood or as biomass fuel, she said.

“We have about 900 acres in that area that we cut, and what we’re going to do is work on the removal aspect,” Roberts said. “We’re trying to get wood into the market, and trying to create a market.”

The grassland also has an overview planning document that outlines other projects — and the stewardship group could help set priorities in the years to come, she said.

It’s a way to work cooperatively before the federal agency comes out with plans, Chang said, instead of the agency proposing something and having community members react.

The Pine Ridge Stewardship Group could also tackle issues relating to active grazing allotments, and areas bordering farmland, he said. In addition to wildfire reduction projects, the group could also work on habitat restoration and watershed improvement efforts.

“This is another venue for the (U.S.) Forest Service to get input from the public.”

Kate Ramsayer can be reached at 541-617-7811 or kramsayer@bendbulletin.com.


What: The Pine Ridge Stewardship Group’s first meeting
When: 5:30-7:30 p.m. July 15
Where: Jefferson County Commission’s meeting room, 66 S.E. D St., Madras
Anyone interested in projects on the east side of the Crooked River National Grassland are welcome.
For more information, contact Phil Chang at 541-548-9534.

