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Katrina Van Dis, COIC (541) 504-3307


      

Public Invited to Propose Natural Resource Forest Projects for 2012 Grant Funds

Central Oregon – An estimated $500,000 in grant funds will be available for natural resource projects to benefit the Deschutes and Ochoco National Forests in 2012. The two forests are requesting input from citizens, community organizations and local governments regarding projects that improve the health of forests and watersheds.  

Projects may include obliterating or maintaining roads, trails, or existing infrastructure; restoring fish and wildlife habitat; removing noxious weeds; improving soil productivity; reducing hazardous fuels and re-establishing native species. Emphasis will be placed on projects that create partnerships and provide employment opportunities in our communities. 

Applications for project proposals will be available starting March 3, 2011 and must be submitted by March 25, 2011 to be considered. The proposals will be reviewed by a committee of Central Oregon residents who will make recommendations to the Ochoco National Forest Supervisor. The committee meeting to select proposals is tentatively scheduled for mid-May.  Applicants will be notified if their projects are approved for funding.

The Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008, Energy Improvement and Extension Act of 2008, and Tax Extenders and Alternative Minimum Tax Relief Act of 2008, reauthorizes and amends the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 (SRS Act).   Under Title II of the above Act, the Deschutes-Ochoco Resource Advisory Committee (RAC) recommends the investment of grant funding made available for projects that enhance the national forests in Central Oregon.  
Applications for project proposals will be available on March 3, 2011 on the Forest Service website at http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/centraloregon/partnership/rac/rac-index.shtml and on the Central Oregon Intergovernmental Council (COIC) website at http://www.coic.org/publicmeetingnotices.htm and at most Forest Service and COIC offices in Central Oregon. Please do not use older versions of the application as there have been changes in the current application form for 2012 projects.
-more-
Hard copies of the application will be available starting March 3, 2011 at the following locations:

Bend

Deschutes National Forest Headquarters, 1001 SW Emkay Drive

Bend-Fort Rock Ranger District, 1230 NE 3rd Street

Crescent

Crescent Ranger District, 136471 Highway 97 North

Prineville

Ochoco National Forest Headquarters, 3160 NE 3rd Street

Madras

Crooked River National Grassland, 813 SW Highway 97

Redmond

COIC, 2363 Glacier Place, Redmond (and other COIC offices in Central Oregon).

Sisters

Sisters Ranger District, Pine Street & Highway 20, Sisters

Applications will be due by March 25, 2011 by 4:30 p.m. MST.  An electronic and hard copy application must be submitted for the project proposal to be considered. Late applications will not be accepted.  

Mail electronic applications to: Katrina at kvandis@coic.org, and mail or deliver hard copy applications to:  ATTN: Katrina, RAC Application, COIC, 2363 SW Glacier Place, Redmond, OR  97756.  
For additional information, please contact Laurel Skelton, Deschutes & Ochoco National Forests, at (541) 416-6530 (available 2/15 – 3/1, 3/14 – 3/25); or Katrina Van Dis, COIC, (541) 504-3307 (available 3/2 – 3/25).

-END-

The mission of the USDA Forest Service is to sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of the Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the needs of present and future generations. The Agency manages 193 million acres of public land, provides assistance to State and private landowners, and maintains the largest forestry research organization in the world.
